Call for Proposals for Joint Project with Wuhan University in AY 2025/2026
Background:
Wuhan University (WHU) and Duke Kunshan University (DKU) have jointly launched the seeding program to foster joint research platforms since 2021. This call for proposal (CFP) for WHU-DKU Joint Seeding Program aims to: (1) support and foster collaborative research projects among WHU and DKU, and (2) promote research collaboration between WHU and DKU and establish joint research platforms between China and other regions/countries. In conjunction with this initiative, Duke Kunshan University and Wuhan University are pleased to announce the establishment of a joint research partnership for Academic Year 25/26. Financial support for DKU-affiliated projects will be administered through the Hou Tu Research Fund (HTR Fund), while Wuhan University’s contribution to the collaboration will be underwritten by its institutional Seeding Fund Program (武大种子基金). This joint research fund will provide dedicated support for scholarly investigations in the following designated focus areas: Art History, Philosophy, Anthropology, Archaeology, Global Health, Sustainable Development, and Environmental Science.
This call for proposal (CFP) aims to solicit research proposals from all DKU faculty to address the emerging topics in the focus areas mentioned above. All submitted proposals will be reviewed by an internal ad hoc committee. Approved projects will commence on June 8, 2025, with a maximum duration of 18 months (extension is not allowed), concluding by December 7, 2026.
Project Requirements:
[bookmark: _Hlk196406521][bookmark: _Hlk196406541]Each project must involve one faculty member from DKU as the PI and one faculty member from WHU as the co-PI. It is encouraged to involve additional faculty members from DKU and/or WHU to join the project as co-PIs. Upon project completion, a final report must be submitted as the closing documentation and acceptance deliverable for project closure. The funding level is up to RMB 50,000.00 for each project.
Guidelines:
Any regular faculty member with a full-time or primary appointment at DKU is eligible to apply for this grant. Each faculty member can only submit one proposal as the PI, co-PI or other participants each year. Each faculty member can only have one on-going project funded by the HTR fund. PIs with ongoing projects under the WHU Seeding Fund are not eligible to apply to this CFP. All proposals will be submitted separately to WHU and DKU, and undergo independent reviews conducted by each institution.
The project budget must be appropriately planned and justified based on the proposed research activities. The following expenses are eligible for inclusion in the budget for this CFP:
· Domestic travel expenses for DKU project team members (including travel expenses for project members from both collaborating institutions).
· Conference participation fees.
· Publication fees for academic outcomes (expenses incurred from collaborative academic publishing (including book publications and journal article processing charges), patent applications, copyright registrations, and other intellectual property filings, covering costs such as publication fees, page charges, and patent/software copyright application fees.).
· Costs associated with inviting international experts to deliver lectures in China (covering international airfare, domestic travel and honorarium).
· Symposium-related expenses for collaborative events organized by both institutions.
· Other expenditures permitted under DKU Research Fund-related Management Policies and Regulations.

Collaborators from WHU must actively participate in the proposed research activities and jointly co-author the resulting scholarly work. If you do not have a collaborator from WHU yet and would like to find one candidate, please contact Xiaoshu Li at xiaoshu.li@dukekunshan.edu.cn with the subject line of “Candidate Request for WHU-DKU Joint Funding”. 
As the research funds are donated to DKU as a gift, they must be spent at DKU only and cannot be transferred to other entities including WHU. Sub-contracts between DKU and third parties are not allowed.
All proposals are encouraged to involve DKU undergraduate students in their proposed work. During proposal review and selection, those proposals involving DKU undergraduate students will be given higher priority for consideration.
Submission:
Please use the attached template to prepare your proposal in English. Your proposal should include all relevant sections listed in the template. Please refer to the template for the detailed instructions. Please compile your full proposal and all supporting documents as a SINGLE PDF file and email the PDF document to research-support@dukekunshan.edu.cn with the subject line of “Proposal for WHU-DKU Joint Project Funding”.
Timeline:
Proposal submission deadline:	May 26, 2025
Project announcement:	June 4, 2025
Project starting date:	June 8, 2025
Project end date:	December 7, 2026
Contact:
Please direct all questions to research-support@dukekunshan.edu.cn with the subject line of “Question for WHU-DKU Joint Project Funding”.

