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DKU Co-Innovate Platform Challenge Information

Partner Information

Organization Name: Kunshan Municipal Archives
Organization Type: Government Organization
Website / Official

Account Link:

Contact Person:

Shi Qun
Project Information
Project Category: Creative Media
Expected Start Date December 2026 | Expected End March 2027

Date:

Partner Brief Introduction:

Kunshan Municipal Archives is a government institution responsible for collecting,
organizing, preserving, and providing access to archival resources across Kunshan. It
plays an important role in documenting the city's history and development, including
preserving historical photographs of local landmarks.

Through collaboration with university students, the Archives hopes to turn these records
into cultural content that connects with local residents, helps them learn about
Kunshan's development, and encourages them to share and preserve their own
memories of the city.
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Project Overview:

Kunshan Now and Then: Kunshan Archives x DKU Youth Urban Memory
Photography Project

Background and Challenges

Kunshan has undergone rapid urban development, yet many historical photographs of
its landmarks remain in archival collections. The public, particularly younger generations,
has limited opportunities to engage with these materials and connect with the city's
changing landscape. Conventional then-and-now photo displays can also feel repetitive
and may not fully capture the personal and cultural significance of urban transformation.

Key Challenge

How can historical photographs from archival collections be transformed into accessible
and engaging public cultural content, encouraging young people to explore, document,
and preserve Kunshan's urban memory?

Proposed Direction 1: Historical and Contemporary Photography

Students will work with historical photographs provided by Kunshan Municipal Archives
and revisit the original locations to capture contemporary images. Using the locations,
perspectives, and compositions documented in the archival photographs as references,
students will create paired images showing how Kunshan's landmarks have changed
over time.

Rather than emphasizing dramatic visual contrasts, the project will focus on accurately
documenting the appearance of the same locations at two different points in time.
Proposed Direction 2: Public Photography Exhibition

The exhibition will feature familiar Kunshan landmarks, such as the Loujiang River,
Triangle Pagoda, Zhengyang Bridge, Tinglin Garden, and the former railway station.

A linear exhibition route will be arranged along the pedestrian walkway of the Chengtou
Life+ (3L JE+) glass exhibition space. An interactive message area will be included at
the end of the exhibition, inviting visitors to share their own memories and reflections.
Through this exhibition, students will help translate Kunshan's urban development
history into accessible public cultural content that encourages community engagement
and sharing.
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Partner Support & Resources

Archival Materials: Kunshan Municipal Archives will select historical photographs of city
landmarks with identifiable shooting locations and dates. The materials will be
catalogued and organized into a reference collection for students to use during their
field photography.

Historical Accuracy and Content Review: The Archives will oversee the selection,
organization, and review of historical photographs, providing relevant information such
as shooting dates and locations. It will also participate in the joint final review and
evaluation, excluding materials that do not align with the intended presentation of
Kunshan's urban landscape and ensuring historical accuracy and a consistent exhibition
style.

Public Resources Coordination: The Archives can coordinate the overall project budget
and monitor progress throughout the project. It can also assist with access to public
exhibition spaces and city cultural promotion resources.

Additional Notes:

Following the exhibition, the displayed works will be compiled into a digital photography
collection for archival preservation and future use in Kunshan's cultural promotion
activities.




