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	Brief Description

This project involves the creation of an original, gamified visual novel that explores the experiences of Chinese international adoptees, with a particular focus on the reasons why some Chinese international adoptees choose to return to China. Innovation is at the heart of this project. To date, there are few gamified portrayals of Chinese international adoptees. This project aims to serve as a "bridge" between Chinese international adoptees and non-Chinese international adoptee populations. Project team members will conduct interviews with Chinese adoptees about their experiences returning to China; such data will inspire the narrative featured in the novel. It is expected that this narrative will dive into adoptees' layered emotional experiences and include themes such as identity, belonging, personal history, and imagined alternative universes. One key goal of the project is to expand the study of Chinese adoptees by providing a deeper understanding of their internal experiences and perspectives through a narrative driven story. This project is timely because the number of Chinese international adoptees returning to China has been on the rise in recent years, and misconceptions about Chinese international adoptees remain. The hope is that this adoptee-led, community-based project fosters greater understanding and empathy not only towards adoptee experiences, but towards anyone who has ever been made to feel different for who they are.
 

	Expected outcome(s) 

It is expected that this project will result in a demo of a visual novel that features digital illustration, interactive narratives, and game mechanics. The ultimate hope is that the visual novel can be featured on public platforms as a tool for public education about Chinese international adoptees experiences returning to China.



