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	Brief Description

The proposed Muddy Water Coffee research project is a continuation of Muddy Water, a student-led ArtsDoc Living Learning Community initiative. This initiative has already facilitated learning about sustainable coffee at the DKU-based bi-weekly farmer’s market and in the Kunshan-Suzhou area at Yuefeng Island Organic Farm and local cafes. Members of the Muddy Water initiative traveled to Thailand this summer as part of the course MEDIART 198 where they collaborated with local communities to document environmental and social change in the region through film and artistic work. Members became familiar with a range of local perspectives, learned about organic farming practices, and bought coffee from organic permaculture farms in the Huai Ma Kliang community. The ethically sourced coffee will be used for weekly, volunteer-based coffee workshops. 

Muddy Water Coffee will function as a creative space where activities, such as film screening and ceramic events, will be held. It will be a platform for students to discuss pressing issues such as coffee consumption, environmental affairs, and sustainable farming. Members create sustainability models not just for coffee, but to elicit general consideration for ethically sourcing common commodities of daily life on the DKU campus and beyond. This research project will facilitate studying the ecosystems, communities, and commodity chains around coffee through an anthropological lens. 

The application of ethnographic film and hands-on participation in coffee workshops provide a window into the lived experiences of individuals and communities. The faculty supervisor and existing student research team plan to return to the communities visited in Thailand in December and share their film work to ensure local people have agency in the way that their story is shared. Teaching and learning with ethnographic film engages students and audiences with ecological-historical-cultural relationships. Ethnographic film and art can illustrate anthropological concepts, offer understanding of fieldwork through the senses, and foster critical thinking about cultural representation and the filmmaking process itself. The methodical approach of returning to communities to ensure knowledge is co-created by local perspectives exposes students to ethical considerations, and fieldwork challenges that ethnographers face. The equipment used for filming includes analog cameras that require film processing in a dark room. Analogue is becoming a more popular medium of choice with the use of AI on the rise. The negatives made in analogue production create authenticity and observational evidence in a world that is drifting towards deep fakes through generative AI. 

These types of AI production models not only allow people to make fake materials, but their uses limit face-to-face interactions. The coffee shop space on the other hand creates a space for face-to-face interactions to take place and foster connections while discussing themes relevant to students’ generation. By screening the film at DKU and creating other forms of media to convey that drinking coffee has implications for communities that are closer to us than they seem, the project intends to shed light on other social and environmental issues associated with this commodity chain, and spark discussions and ideas surrounding sustainability and alternative modes of consumption.

	Expected outcome(s) 

here are three major outcomes to be expected from this project: student-led coffee workshops, student-led multimedia art projects, and giving back to the coffee supplier in Thailand. Members will travel to Thailand in December and bring back organic and ethically-sourced coffee to DKU. Muddy Water will run a volunteer-led, coffee workshop twice a week. While people savor the flavor, they will learn how to make coffee, and learn about the sustainable farming approaches behind it. Muddy Water members come up with models for their workshops and events that incorporate sustainability costs. Existing student researchers will collaborate on a documentary film, physical visual materials (including an informative booklet ‘zine’ and poster promoting sustainable consumption), and packaging design for Huai Ma Kliang coffee beans. The documentary will pose questions about sustainability and inequality, and explore alternative ways of life and production beyond capitalist extractivist logic. The zine will communicate similar themes but in a more compact form through still images and illustrations that customers can physically interact with and flip through. The film will serve as a dialogue between students and the communities visited in Thailand. To give back to the supplier at Huai Ma Kliang, students will replace AI generated packaging with designs using still images or sketches. By highlighting the sustainability of organic permaculture farming and the beauty of local knowledge and culture, they intend to have multiple modes of dialogue with the villagers at Huai Ma Kliang and express our appreciation for sharing a part of their lives with us.

	Requirements for student applicants
Students who have background in sustainable farming, community sharing, and interested in making documentary or other forms of art work







