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DKU Co-Innovate Platform_Challenge Information

Partner Information

Organization Name: | Shanghai Xin'ao Brightness Charity Foundation

Organization Type: NPO

Official Website /

Account Link(s): http://www.xinaofoundation.org.cn

Contact Person: Yingyin Xie

Project Information

Project Category: Technology Innovation Project

Expected Start Date Expected End Time
Feb 2026 (or long-term July 2026
partnership):

Partner Brief Intro:

Shanghai Xin'ao Brightness Charity Foundation is a non-public fundraising charitable
foundation approved by the Shanghai Municipal Civil Affairs Bureau in July 2018, and
was rated as a 3A social organization in 2021. The foundation upholds Xin'ao’s mission
of “bringing together forces for goodness and progress,” and focuses on Universal Eye
Health Coverage (UeHC). It aims to achieve community-level eye health services that are
accessible, affordable, high-quality, and life-course oriented. The foundation is
committed to being both an advocate and practitioner of community eye health
coverage, promoting equity in community eye health.

Project Overview:

Retinoblastoma (Retinoblastoma, RB) is a malignant ocular tumor that primarily occurs
in children. Its treatment cycle typically lasts 4—6 years. During this period, children need
to travel to Shanghai for follow-up visits every month and undergo long-term
hospitalization and chemotherapy. The high-frequency treatment and hospital stays
significantly limit children’s contact with the outside world, and feelings of loneliness,
fear, and anxiety continue to accumulate.

In addition, parents bear heavy financial and psychological pressure and often find it
difficult to provide stable emotional support over the long term, leaving children with a
clear gap in psychological comfort during treatment. At present, emotional
companionship services within the hospital system during RB treatment are still
insufficient; children and their families urgently need low-cost, sustainable emotional
support resources.
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Meanwhile, elderly people who previously benefited from Xin’ao Brightness public
welfare programs and regained their vision also wish to give back through concrete
action, but lack suitable channels for participation. With support from DKU’s university -
enterprise co-creation platform, this project plans to connect the elderly with children,
leveraging design innovation and Al technologies to jointly build an intergenerational
companionship and psychological care public welfare system—bringing courage to
children and helping participating seniors regain a sense of value and warmth.

Initial Ideas & Feasible Directions:

Centered on the concept of “Intergenerational Co-creation - Emotional Echoes,” DKU
student teams will design and build an Al-embedded companion and soothing toy for
children with retinoblastoma (RB)—*#&/)\%%." The voice content inside the toy will be
recorded by elderly beneficiaries from Xin'ao’s presbyopia/cataract public welfare
programs. After regaining clear vision through Xin'ao's presbyopia glasses support,
these beneficiaries join the “JYEBAZRZR$L A" to knit sweaters for the toy by hand and
record voice messages with blessings and encouragement.

Through this approach, participating seniors complete a positive psychological
transformation—from “those who were healed” to “those who heal others”—forming a
reinforcing loop of psychological well-being and building an intergenerational chain of
emotional mutual support. Before and after follow-up visits, children can listen to elders’
voice messages through “#&/\#% " and also engage in simple Al interactions, turning
each exchange into a small ritual of “building up courage,” effectively easing fear and
anxiety related to medical visits. Medical social workers can also use this companion tool
to provide continuous psychological support for more children in a low-cost and
replicable way, making care more accessible and enduring.

The “B&/\%5” project aims to become China'’s first long-term psychological support

model for chronically ill children built around “intergenerational emotional co-creation +

Al companionship.” Future plans include:

e Establishing a nationwide “4BZR &= 11Xl" network linking hospitals, NGOs, and
communities to enable cross-regional collaboration;

e Promoting implementation in pediatric wards, rehabilitation centers, and similar
institutions to provide sustained companionship for more chronically ill children;

e Building continuous feedback mechanisms to assess children’s psychological
resilience and emotional improvement, iteratively optimizing the program for long-
term sustainability.
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Partner Support & Resources:

1. Elderly Community Resources

e Connect with beneficiaries from Xin'ao’s presbyopia/cataract programs to record
voice messages for the toy.

e QOrganize beneficiaries to participate in the “Y¢BBZgZR%1H," knitting sweaters for the
toy to complete intergenerational interaction.

2. Technical & Innovation Support

Support the development, debugging, and refinement of the toy’s embedded Al

interactive functions (Q&A and singing).

3. Project Organization & Community Management

e Provide a community organization platform and manage elderly participation to

ensure orderly implementation.

Assist coordination and communication with hospitals and volunteer teams to

enable on-the-ground companionship activities.

Additional Notes :




