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Abstract

This policy brief reviews international experience with the essential drugs system and finds that improving accessibility, affordability,

and quality and safety of essential drugs system constitutes the core policy objectives and priority areas for action. Drawing on an

assessment of progress in China's essential drugs system, the brief highlights several persistent challenges, including inadequate

availability at the primary healthcare level, continued high out-of-pocket payments, and suboptimal utilization of essential drugs.

The brief proposes that, within the existing national essential drugs system, a smaller subset of “public-benefit essential drugs”

be further identified and made available to the entire population free of charge or at nominal cost. To advance health equity and

improve the overall efficiency of health investment, this approach should be implemented in close coordination with strengthened

public financing, health insurance payment arrangements, primary healthcare system strengthening, and reforms of integrated

health service delivery networks.



