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A Word From The Creators

Annie Tong

| am glad to have this yearbook as a memory for both my senior year and the end of my athletic
journey at DKU. My hope is for this yearbook legacy to continue beyond my time at DKU, and the
sentiment and memories of being part of a team is shared by all of our athletes. | believe this year-
book is the best way to keep those memories and feelings of teamwork alive. It has been an honor
to create the second Athletics yearbook.

Kang An

I’'m grateful to have another yearbook to capture the moments and bonds that we as a community
have created over the past year. Imagine going back to it in 20 years - it would hit hard for so many
reasons. | would like to thank all colleagues and student athletes who supported the project. And
obviously Annie, this wouldn’t have happened without you.
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Reflecting on the Year

This year marked a defining step forward
for DKU Athletics. As a young program,
we are already establishing a meaning-
ful presence across local, provincial, and
national stages—evidence not only of per-
formance, but of the breadth of opportu-
nities our students are embracing. From
national champions in skiing and top per-
formances in dance, to Tai Chi athletes
earning multiple international podium
finishes, to team successes across bas-
ketball, football, Frisbee and beyond—
these achievements signal progress.
More importantly, however, is the culture
behind those results. What stands out

most is the visible, consistent support
across teams—student-athletes showing
up for one another, regardless of sport.
That is not accidental. That is the founda-
tion of a real athletics program, and it is
something this community has built early
and should take pride in.

This program is being built in real time,
and each of you has shaped what it is be-
coming. The culture we are seeing today
is a reflection of your commitment, your
standards, and how you show up for each
other.

Carry that forward. Protect it. Build on it.

GROWTH AT THIS LEVEL
IS NOT JUST ABOUT DO-
ING MORE; IT IS ABOUT BE-
COMING MORE. THAT IS THE
CHALLENGE AHEAD, AND IT
IS ONE WE WILL TAKE ON
TOGETHER.

ZARKO KRKELJAS,
ATHLETICS DIRECTOR
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Peng (Peter) Zhao Bingfang Li Quanwei Yan Peng Zhou

Operations & Facilities Management Varsity Table Tennis Coach Varsity Taichi Coach Fitness Program Senior Coordinator

Yang Yang Marko Potonjak Aleksandar Tomic Shisen Ding
Varsity Judo Coach Varsity Basketball Coach Varsity Football Coach Sports & Recreation Program Coordinator
>
Yue (Joy) Zhang Kang (Tony) An Chaoran Han Liuming Hua
Varsity Street Dance Coach Sport Engagement Coordinator Varsity Volleyball Coach Varsity Volleyball Coach
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Xiangfei Hu Xiang Li Perry Pan Yanyan Wu

Varsity Judo Coach Varsity Taichi Coach Varsity Ultimate Frisbee Coach Varsity Badminton Coach



MEET THE STAFF
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Xiujian Zou Wanyi Jiang Hongbo Li Wade Wu
Varsity Tennis Coach Varsity Tennis Coach Kendo Club Coach Kendo Club Coach
r
Wanman Qian Kennedy McNeilly-Anta

Varsity Running Coach Varsity Running Coach
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MEET SCEB

The Sport Clubs Executive Board (EB) serves as the admin-
istrative leadership body of the Sport Clubs Advisory Council
(SCAC), representing all student-led sport clubs in univer-
sity regulatory structures and ensuring effective communi-
cation with Athletics leadership. This year, the EB focused
on strengthening the operational foundation of DKU’s grow-
ing sports community. Key initiatives included overhauling
club accountability through mandatory attendance tracking,
finance sheets, and end-of-year reports, while assigning
each EB member to specific clubs for monthly one-on-one
mentoring. The board also laid groundwork for supporting
individual student athletes (e.g., in skiing and Ironman com-
petitions) on a case-by-case basis, and began developing
formal policies on leadership roles across multiple clubs.

In addition to governance, the EB drove major event planning
and student experience projects. The team managed the
Athletics Awards—securing the AB Ballroom as the venue,
finalizing the awards design, and overseeing the nomination
review process. The EB also revived the annual yearbook,
setting deadlines, collecting missing club submissions, and
coordinating photo uploads. Other accomplishments includ-
ed working toward fairer team representation on the DKU
Athletics Instagram account, sharing updates and resourc-
es through WeChat, and launching a dedicated EB page on
the Athletics website to clarify leadership structures and how
students can get involved. Through weekly meetings and
structured project updates, the EB ensured consistent com-
munication, better budget planning, and a more connected
student-athlete experience.

Sara Gabriela
Salazar

Kang Tony An
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VARSITY BADMINTON

Jiayao Li

Qinyue Cai

Zhenyuan Yang

-----

Zhixian Zhao Zhiyuan Sun Zimo Huang
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VARSITY BASKETBALL (M)

Davaaragchaa Dam-
dinsuren

Haoran Yang Xiang Shi

Yiheng Yang

Yixiang Liu

Zhirui Hou Zhongyu Yin Zinuo Shao
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VARSITY BASKETBALL (W)
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Alejandra Rochelle Ariungoo Enebish- Boya Weng

Salazar chuluun

A

Corinne Mora Kyaia Elise Long ‘ Oyu-Erdene Pure-
Boughton yag vdorj

- ‘
Sara Gabriela Sala- Tanan-Erdene Pure- Xiaohan Guo Xinhe Li
zar vdorj

Yiru Wang Yujia Zhou
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VARSITY FOOTBALL (M)

Aifzhanov Valikan Akbar Akramov Avazbek Khamido Dingyuan Lin

Felipe Silvestri Haowen Tang Jaden Zhang Javlonbek Sulaymon-
qulov

Jiahui Gu Jianye Li Johann Asmus Leon

Kim Kiwan Maxwell Bergen Mirféyz Irgashev Mohamed Ismail
Loukili



VARSITY FOOTBALL (M)

Muhammadjon Abdu- Mukhammadali Nigel Andati Rustam Safaev
raximov Sadullaev

Shahmir Khan Shang Wang

Tianchen Min Tomas Barragan Wangzi Ding Xiaole Yang
Acosta

&

Xinru Li Yeabsira Yirguv Yigeng Wang (Tony) | Yiqi Wang
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VARSITY FOOTBALL (M)
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VARSITY FOOTBALL (W)

Abigail Keith (Abby) Dalia Guerrero Flores Delgerjangal Gank— Disty Mahmud
holboo

Enkgegee Altangerel Enkhjin Purevskuh Faith Anderson Gabriel Sofia Clarke

Huanyu Tang (Joy) ‘ Jingting Sun

Khongorjin Barbaatar Lu jia Liu Li Lucinda Romero Meibin Yang
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VARSITY FOOTBALL (W)
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Monona Boatright Nicole Lantang Oumaima Berrada
Simon

Sevinch Ismailova Solangel Saneli Bass Thanh Nhi Nguyen Tomiris Bagdatkyzy

Undran Enkhbaatar Xinyi Kuang Yesuidari Amar-

bayasgalan

Yutong Chi Zhenning Wang



VARSITY JUDO
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Abay Nygmetullin Abdusalim Abdukari- Andranik Pambukh- Bronze Urfrig
mov chyan
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Buyanzaya Lkhagva-‘ lliyas Yessenaly Jiachen Fiao

jargal

Jinghong Cui Nominzul Bayartsen- Patricia Lasso
gel

Saidkamolkhon Bak- Sarvarbek Abdu- Yuehan Yao
hodirov muminov
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VARSITY RUNNING
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Anna Galvin

Haoyang Jiang

Kaitao Wu

Leran Li

4

Caleb Leonard Daniela Torres Me- Deborah-Ann Davy
dina
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Hengkai Yu Inara Turaeva Jihan Wu
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Kenneth Richie

Khatanbuuvei Bat-
tulga

- f |
Litao Wang Maryana Malyushy- Mason Swayne
tska



VARSITY RUNNING

Peter Musser | Qiuyun Wang

Weilin Wan

Roberto Adames

Yanran Zhan Yitian Jin Yue Qi

Yuhan Qiu Yukun Feng | Yurong Bai Zhanyu Meng
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VARSITY RUNNING
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VARSITY STREET DANCE

Chen Xu Emily Khoo Xiao-Qi Hongyang Guo Jiyoung Park
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MJ Battogtokh Siyu Liu

Xinlan Shen Xinwen Hu Xiyuan Lan Xueling Li

i

‘Yifei Xu Yijia Zhang Yiru Wang Yuening Zhang
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VARSITY STREET DANCE
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VARSITY TABLE TENNIS
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Taigal Battogtokh Yifei Yan Yilin Zhou

Zhongtang Guo Zhuoer Chen
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VARSITY TAICHI
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BuYi Guowei Xie 'yua Zheng

Muhan Wang Ruizhi Zhang Run Hong Weihao Zhu

Xinyi Ma Yaxuan Liu Yicen Xie Yifang Jiang
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Yishu Wang Yixin Lu Youzhu Wang Yuxin Hou




VARSITY TAICHI
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VARSITY TENNIS

Kurtis Kwan 4 Minshen Zeng Munkhsaruul Tavinjil Pengyidian Yang
(Jessie)

Rabin Mahatara ~ Sarvar Ergashev

Unubold Gunbat Zhishen Li
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VARSITY ULTIMATE FRISBEE

Ethan Deal

Gaoang Tao Gavin Huang

Jiayan Xie

Kailani Wang Kaining Zhao

Kanghua Tang Ludia Jeong Mihael Cornell Muhan Chen
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VARSITY ULTIMATE FRISBEE

Palpasha Karki Penelope Da- Qiushuang Qu Quentin Hughes
nant-Fung

Ruifeng Liu Thomas Boyle

Xinyi Liu Yanjing Tu

_

Yiheng Ma Yijing Li Yijing Wang

hu Wu
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VARSITY ULTIMATE FRISBEE

Yuchen Zou Yuelin Hou Zhengxiang Liu Zhiwei Cao

Zihan Zhou
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VARSITY VOLLEYBALL (M)

32

‘a4

-‘

Aleksandre Korko- Anthony Vince Dy Co Edwin Tianxiang Zhu
tashivili
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Gavin Huang Hassan Abdul Hadi Jasper Ang
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Micah Keali'iokalani Ojas Paudyal Sean Allen Siegfreid Uilstuguldur Adiy-

Davis Rubang Bugarin abaatar
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Unﬁbold Gunbat Xuanhao Gu Xuran Zhang Yixuan Yao



VARSITY VOLLEYBALL (W)

Elizabeth Séévedra ‘

Anujin Onon

Alexandra Fumerton
Porter
-

Jingxuan Lyu

Isabel Anderson

Nandin-Erdene
Erdenebulgan

Namuun Bayarbileg
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Yuzhen Dai

Kira Li

Yanging Liu
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BADMINTON

The DKU Badminton Varsity has demonstrated remarkable resil-
ience throughout this year’s Sino-Foreign Cup series. Competing
against strong teams from UNNC and NYUSH, we consistently
achieved second place in all three tournament legs. These results
reflect not only competitive performance but also the team’s grow-
ing cohesion and tactical maturity. Over the season, players have
shown significant improvement in both individual skills and team
coordination, adapting quickly to high-level matches and pressure
situations. More importantly, the team has built a strong culture of
discipline, perseverance, and mutual support, laying a solid founda-
tion for future success. With this year’s experience, the DKU Bad-
minton Varsity is well-positioned to continue rising and aiming for
even greater achievements in upcoming competitions.
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ACHIEVEMENTS & MEMORIES

37



2025—2026 DKU ATHLETICS YEARBOOK

RIX D EUROPE

38



BALLET

The Ballet Club is defined not only by its dancers, but by the diversity
and unity that shape its identity. With members representing coun-
tries including Ecuador, Pakistan, Morocco, China, and Vietham,
the team brings together a wide range of cultural perspectives that
enrich both its artistry and spirit. Each dancer contributes a unique
voice, and through collaboration, these differences blend into cho-
reography that is both dynamic and harmonious. Despite varying
levels of experience, the club thrives on a culture of mentorship and
mutual support, where more advanced dancers guide newer mem-
bers, fostering both technical growth and meaningful connections
across the team. This year marked a major milestone, highlighted
by President Yuanfei’s success at the Prix de Europe International
Dance Competition, where she earned two gold medals and a Star-
light Award—an achievement that elevated the club’s visibility and
inspired a new focus on competitive growth.

At the same time, the team’s journey throughout the season reflect-
ed its resilience, creativity, and strong sense of community. Prepa-
ration for Dance Night became a defining experience, as danc-
ers collaborated through intensive rehearsals, adapted to partner
changes, and overcame unexpected challenges with flexibility and
commitment. From its beginnings, the Ballet Club has grown from
the ground up into a vibrant and ambitious program, producing orig-
inal works like *The Me In Between: Head vs. Heart*, participating
in showcases, and creating lasting memories through performances
and film. Beyond achievements, it is the shared moments—inside
jokes like “meteorite” and laughter-filled rehearsals—that capture
the team’s spirit. With a foundation rooted in collaboration, courage,
and artistic exploration, the Ballet Club looks ahead to expanding
opportunities, strengthening training, and building a lasting legacy,
including the vision of a future Ballet Varsity team.
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ACHIEVEMENTS & MEMORIES
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

This season was nothing short of a “dream comeback” for Men’s
Basketball. Facing a significant roster transition with key veterans
graduating, the team began the year with a fresh face and uncer-
tain prospects. However, what followed was a historic transforma-
tion. We didn’t just compete, but we redefined our legacy, securing
first-ever championships in both the SFUC and the Kunshan League.
Under Coach Marko’s tactical guidance, the squad evolved into a
composed and resilient force. We became masters of the “clutch
moment,” overcoming double-digit deficits and clinching titles with
heart-stopping buzzer-beaters. Beyond the scoreboard, the culture
shifted toward a more joyful atmosphere, where constant banter
fostered an unwavering trust and chemistry on the court. From rank-
ing last a year ago to standing at the top of the podium today, this
season proved that unity and grit can turn any rebuilding year into a
championship era.
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ACHIEVEMENTS & MEMORIES
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

The DKU Women’s Basketball Team had an exceptional season
defined by both competitive success and strong team culture. Fin-
ishing the year with an almost perfect record, the team once again
demonstrated its dedication, discipline, and commitment to excel-
lence on the court. For the second consecutive year, DKU captured
the Women'’s Basketball Division title at the Sino-Foreign University
Cup, showcasing strong teamwork and determination against other
international university programs. The team also secured second
place at the DKU Invitational, further highlighting its strong perfor-
mance throughout the season.

Beyond the results on the court, the team built a close-knit and
supportive community. Players encouraged one another not only
during games and practices but also across campus activities and
extracurricular events. The team shared many memorable expe-
riences together, including attending a WCBA game as a group,
which strengthened their appreciation for the sport and their bond
as teammates. Countless team outings throughout the year helped
build trust, care , commitment, and lasting friendships. Through hard
work, resilience, and mutual support, the DKU Women’s Basketball
Team created a season defined not only by victories, but also by the
strong relationships that made those achievements possible.
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BINGDAC

DKU Martial Arts Short Weapon Club was founded in 2025 and cur-
rently has 9 active members. In its first year, the team advanced
to the finals of the First National Short Weapon School League
and earned awards in four different divisions. Over the past year,
the club has focused on campus promotion and external exchang-
es. They organized “Martial Arts Bridge” events with the Learning
Based on Community program and the Huzhou Martial Arts Associ-
ation, attracting over 50 participants. In 2026, they held a technical
and cultural exchange with Huzhou Normal University, the Huzhou
Short Weapon Association, and Zhacun Middle School. Through
these experiences, team members have sharpened their skills, and
the club’s influence continues to grow.
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CHEERLEADING

DKU Cheer didn’t begin with a coach or a handbook, it be-
gan with a group of students who simply believed it could
exist. We figured it out together, one practice at a time.

There were moments that were hard. Learning from scratch,
building routines, finding our rhythm as a team. But those
were also the moments that brought us closest. The late
nights, the small victories, the encouragement we gave each
other when things felt uncertain, that's what shaped us.

We cheered at every Sino Cup game, through every weather con-
dition, and through every challenge the season brought. But what
we’re most proud of isn’t the performances. It’s the people. The
bonds formed in the process of building something from nothing
turned into a sisterhood none of us expected but all of us needed.

This was our second successful season, and we’re just getting
started.
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CHINESE DANCE

The Chinese Dance Club is a performance-based community united
by a shared passion for dance and cultural expression. While rooted
in Chinese dance, the club brings together members from diverse
cultural and academic backgrounds, creating an open, collaborative
environment where creativity thrives. With participants from China
and other international communities, the team approaches Chinese
dance not only as a traditional art form but also as a platform for
cultural exchange. Through choreography, music, and storytelling,
members learn from one another and contribute fresh perspectives,
resulting in performances that are both culturally grounded and
widely accessible.

This year, the club reached new heights through a series of ambitious
performances and projects. At Dance Night, the team performed a
range of pieces—including group, solo, and duet works—highlight-
ing both unity and individuality. Their most significant undertaking,
the dance drama *Dream of the Red Chamber*, marked a major
step forward in scale and vision, requiring extensive collaboration
in choreography, staging, and artistic interpretation. Alongside this,
participation in the “Green Leaf Cup” Chinese and International Tal-
ent Gala expanded the club’s presence beyond campus. Through
these experiences, the team demonstrated resilience, creativity, and
a strong sense of purpose, building a foundation for future growth
while continuing to push the boundaries of performance and cultural
storytelling.
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CYCLING

Founded in 2025, the DKU Cycling Club is a student-led community
centered on wellbeing, athletic spirit, and a shared love for riding.
Set between Suzhou and Shanghai, Kunshan’s scenic greenways
and lakeside routes provide the perfect environment for both train-
ing and exploration, allowing members to stay active while experi-
encing the beauty of Jiangnan. The club brings together students
from China, the Netherlands, Canada, and the United States, creat-
ing a uniquely international perspective on cycling. Through shared
rides and conversations, members explore how cycling functions
across different cultures—not just as a sport, but as a sustainable,
people-centered way of life and urban mobility.

Over the past year, the club has transformed these ideas into action
through regular group rides, skill-building sessions, and campus ini-
tiatives like the DKU Bike Clinic, where students learn hands-on
repair and maintenance. Signature events such as cycling safety
and sustainability workshops, participation in the Suzhou Metro
bike pilot program, and the campus-wide “Bike and Seek” initiative
have expanded the club’s impact beyond recreation into advocacy
and community building. Representing DKU in regional events like
the Nanjing University Cycling League and fostering intercollegiate
connections, the team has laid a strong foundation for a lasting cy-
cling culture on campus—one that promotes health, environmental
awareness, and a vision for more connected, bike-friendly commu-
nities.
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EQUESTRIAN

The Equestrian Club is defined by its unique approach to riding as a
partnership between humans, animals, and the environment. Rath-
er than focusing solely on technique, the team emphasizes commu-
nication, patience, and trust, encouraging riders to work with horses
in a respectful and intuitive way. With members from China, the Unit-
ed States, Russia, Poland, Mongolia, and the UAE, the club brings
together a wide range of cultural perspectives and learning styles,
creating an open and supportive atmosphere. Through hands-on
experience, members develop not only riding ability but also leader-
ship, awareness, and confidence—learning to respond thoughtfully
rather than simply control.

This season, the club’s greatest achievement was building a strong
and connected community. Riders of all experience levels made
steady progress in skill, safety, and confidence, supported by a cul-
ture of mutual care both on and off the horse. Everyday routines—
grooming, preparing equipment, and checking in on one another—
became meaningful rituals that strengthened trust and responsibility
within the team. By expanding connections with stables and pro-
fessional training resources, the club has laid a solid foundation for
future growth. Looking ahead, the Equestrian Club aims to pursue
more advanced training opportunities, explore competitive path-
ways, and continue growing as both a learning community and a
team grounded in respect for the sport and its environment.
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FENCING

The Fencing Club is united by both its competitive spirit and its rich
cultural diversity, bringing together athletes from China, the United
States, Cuba, Serbia, Romania, and Mongolia. This international
mix shapes a dynamic team environment where members share
not only techniques, but also the language and traditions of fenc-
ing from around the world. From calling out moves in different lan-
guages to cheering in their own voices during matches, each athlete
contributes to a vibrant and inclusive team culture. Despite these
differences, fencing serves as a common ground—building connec-
tion, mutual respect, and a shared passion that transcends borders.

This season, the club achieved outstanding success in competi-
tions, highlighted by top finishes at the 2025 XJTLU-DKU Fencing
Competition, including a first-place Men’s Epée Team and multi-
ple podium placements across individual and team events. Strong
performances at the Shanghai Shili Fencing Competition further
demonstrated the team’s growing competitive presence. Beyond
results, the team’s character shone through in moments of sports-
manship—most notably when athletes from both sides paused
competition to support an injured opponent, reminding everyone
that respect comes before rivalry. With traditions like recording prac-
tices and rallying together with “On guard! DKU Fencing Club,” the
team has built a strong identity. Looking ahead, they aim to compete
more widely across Suzhou and Shanghai, continuing to elevate the
club’s reputation and showcase the strength of DKU fencing.
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MEN'S FOOTBALL

Varsity Men’s Football Team demonstrated clear growth and
achievement throughout the season. The team began by winning
the DKU Invitational, delivering dominant performances against
Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University and Soochow University. The
team also competed in the Sino-Foreign University Cup, showing
discipline, competitive spirit, and unity. In the highly competitive Su-
zhou League, which features 16 teams and over 400 players, the
squad earned promotion to the Super Group this year, marking sig-
nificant progress. A defining highlight was a 50 victory over Agricul-
ture University, the previous Suzhou League champions, reflecting
discipline, defensive stability, and clinical finishing. With 34 league
goals, the team showed notable attacking improvement, particular-
ly in the second phase, with stronger coordination and efficiency.
The match against Wuhan University, attended by over 250 spec-
tators, reflected growing recognition of the team. Beyond results,
the squad built stronger chemistry, discipline, and resilience through
structured training and shared commitment, supported by a diverse
international roster that strengthened team unity. For student-ath-
letes, winning and losing are part of the game; what matters most is
maintaining control of emotions and character under pressure. The
team also attracted large audiences and helped promote football
culture through events such as intramural games and support for
the varsity program.
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WOMEN'S FOOTBALL

Women’s Football is more than a team—it is a global community
brought together by a shared love for the game. With players from
China, the United States, Morocco, Vietnam, Mongolia, and beyond,
the field becomes a place where cultures meet and connections
grow. This diversity is felt in every moment, from multilingual calls
during matches to post-game food sharing and music exchanges
that reflect each player’s background. Despite coming from differ-
ent footballing traditions and life experiences, the team has built a
space where everyone belongs—where passion, respect, and sup-
port transcend language and borders.

This season, the team made history by organizing the first-ev-
er Women’s Intramural Football League on campus, creating a
long-overdue space for women to play, compete, and thrive. The
league brought together athletes of all levels and fostered an en-
vironment defined by opportunity, energy, and community. Beyond
achievements on the field, the team’s strength was most evident in
moments of resilience—especially after tough losses, when over-
whelming support from the wider club reminded players that they
were never alone. This year’s legacy is not just in matches played,
but in barriers broken and pathways created. With a strong founda-
tion in place, the team looks ahead to growing the game even fur-
ther and ensuring that every woman who wants to play has a place
to call her own.
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GOLF

In just a year and a half since its founding, the DKU Golf Club has
grown into a vibrant and inclusive community that brings together
students, faculty, and staff through a shared passion for the game.
With members from a wide range of countries and cultural back-
grounds, the club thrives on diversity, creating an environment de-
fined by openness, mutual respect, and curiosity. Weekly training
sessions not only develop technical skills, but also foster meaning-
ful connections, as players of different experience levels learn from
one another. Golf, in this setting, becomes more than a sport—it
serves as a common language that bridges cultures and builds last-
ing friendships both on and off the course.

This season marked a major milestone for the club with its debut at
the Sino-American College Student Golf Tournament, where DKU
golfers delivered an outstanding performance, including a Women’s
Champion title and a third-place team finish. Competing against top
universities on an international stage, the team demonstrated re-
silience, adaptability, and strong cohesion under pressure. Beyond
competition, the club has built a culture rooted in consistency, sup-
port, and enthusiasm, strengthened by shared routines and a gen-
uine love for the game. With a solid foundation now in place, the
DKU Golf Club looks ahead to expanding its competitive presence,
hosting future events, and continuing to grow as a hub for both rec-
reational and high-level golf at DKU.
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JUbo

The DKU Judo Club is defined by its close-knit and highly support-
ive team culture, where around 20 members train together as one
unified group. This small but dedicated community creates an envi-
ronment where every athlete is known, supported, and able to grow
closely alongside their teammates. With members from Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, the United States, China, Armenia, Mongolia, and Ec-
uador, the club brings together a wide range of cultural and athletic
backgrounds. These differences enrich training through the sharing
of techniques, languages, and combat sports experience —from tra-
ditional judo foundations to Brazilian Jiu-ditsu influences—building
a team culture rooted in mutual learning, respect, and continuous
improvement.

This season marked a major step forward for the club, highlighted
by the successful hosting of the “DKU Cup” International Adult Judo
Invitational and strong competitive results, including multiple gold,
silver, and bronze medals across weight divisions. Beyond com-
petition, the club expanded its impact by introducing cross-disci-
plinary martial arts events such as the Sino-Foreign University BJJ
Cup and preparing for future international invitations. Throughout
the season, the team overcame challenges such as injuries and
early-stage development by adapting, growing in unity, and building
momentum through shared effort. With traditions like the opening
bow, post-competition medal reflections, and team gatherings off the
mat, the club has cultivated a strong sense of discipline and belong-
ing. Looking ahead, the DKU Judo Club aims to further strengthen
its competitive presence while continuing to grow as a united, inclu-
sive, and internationally recognized martial arts community.
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KENDO

Kendo is a traditional martial art originated in China’s Tang Dynasty
and later developed into a modern sport in Japan. Since its found-
ing in 2018, the DKU Kendo Club has been dedicated to providing
high-quality training for students interested in mastering this disci-
pline. Our primary goal is to cultivate skilled practitioners, preparing
members for the rigorous Kendo level examinations while building a
strong team capable of competing in university-level tournaments.

At the core of our club is a consistent weekly training program
held every weekend at the Sports Complex. These sessions
combine fundamental technique drills with dynamic sparring,
all conducted with proper protective equipment to ensure both
safety and authenticity. Through this structured approach, mem-
bers steadily develop both technical skill and competitive spirit.

During the 2025-2026 academic year, the DKU Kendo Club has
made significant progress in terms of membership, performance,
and event organization. Our active membership has grown to over
ten participants, with five members successfully passing the Level 1
examination last November and preparing for the Dan Examination
this April. In addition, we successfully hosted the Second DKU Ken-
do Invitational Tournament on March 29, 2026, bringing together
more than 50 competitors from over 10 universities and social clubs.

Together, these achievements reflect our continued growth and
commitment to excellence in Kendo. We will continue to make prog-
ress and we always welcome new participants.
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OUTDOORS

The Outdoor Club is defined by its strong international and multicul-
tural identity, bringing together students from around the world who
share a passion for exploration, endurance, and teamwork. With
members contributing different cultural perspectives, communica-
tion styles, and problem-solving approaches, every activity becomes
an opportunity to learn from one another. This diversity strengthens
the team’s adaptability and creativity, allowing us to face challenges
with openness and cooperation. Beyond the activities themselves,
the club fosters a welcoming and inclusive environment where
friendships are formed through shared experiences in nature.

This year, the club took part in multiple orienteering events, most no-
tably the “Travel with the Games” Yangtze River Delta Orienteering
Series in Nantong. Competing in official China Foot-Orienteering
events provided valuable hands-on experience and recognition, es-
pecially as our participation was fully supported by the organizers,
affirming the club’s growth and development. Beyond competition,
moments such as plogging activities highlighted the team’s core val-
ues of inclusivity and mutual support, as members naturally adjusted
their pace to ensure no one was left behind. Through shared route
planning, in-race communication, and collective decision-making,
the club strengthened its sense of unity. Looking ahead, the Out-
door Club aims to continue expanding participation, improving per-
formance, and building a cohesive, diverse, and active community
centered around outdoor exploration.
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RUNNING

The Running Club is a truly global team, bringing together athletes
from Armenia, China, Colombia, Hungary, Zimbabwe, Mongolia,
Spain, Ukraine, and the United States. This international mix cre-
ates a unique rhythm within the team—both on and off the track—
where languages, cultures, and personalities blend into a shared
stride. One of the club’s most cherished rituals is the multilingual
cooldown count, where members switch seamlessly between lan-
guages—*“one, two, three... —. —. =... uno, dos, tres...”—a
simple but powerful reminder that despite coming from nine different

countries, everyone moves forward together as one team.

This year, the club achieved remarkable competitive success across
multiple events, most notably the Changshu Shanghu Half-Mara-
thon, UNNC 5K in Ningbo, and the DKU Park Run 50th Edition.
Standout performances included record-breaking runs from Mason
Swayne, multiple sub-two-hour finishes on the women’s side, and
a dominant team victory at UNNC, highlighted by podium sweeps
and 18 personal bests in a single day. Beyond results, the club’s
true strength was shown in moments of resilience —when members
continued to show up and support one another during periods of
organizational challenge, helping sustain training and community
spirit. With traditions like creative cooldown sessions such as “KT
swirl,” and a culture built on encouragement and shared effort, the
Running Club has built a legacy of resilience, connection, and col-
lective momentum that will carry into the seasons ahead.
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STREET DANCE

The Street Dance Club is a vibrant, multicultural team made up of
members from China, the United States, Vietham, Mongolia, South
Korea, Myanmar, and Malaysia. This diversity is at the heart of
our identity, shaping a dynamic space where different dance back-
grounds and cultural influences come together. From hip-hop foun-
dations to K-pop-inspired movements and freestyle street styles,
each member contributes a unique energy that enriches our chore-
ography. Beyond dance, this mix of cultures fosters an open, sup-
portive environment where we grow not only as performers but also
as individuals, building a true sense of community through shared
passion and creativity.

This year marked a major milestone as the club transitioned into its
first varsity team, navigating structural changes while strengthening
unity through trust and communication. One of our biggest achieve-
ments was hosting a large-scale intercollegiate dance event with
over 130 participants, as well as winning first place in the “Fantastic
Dancing Students” competition—an especially meaningful victory in
our debut varsity year. Throughout the season, moments like our in-
structor’s iconic chant, “Energy! Energy! ENERGY!”, became defin-
ing traditions that captured our spirit and focus before performanc-
es. Through challenges, performances, and growth, the team built
a strong foundation rooted in commitment, resilience, and creativity,
setting the stage for even greater achievements in the years ahead.
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SWIMMING

Hi everyone! We are DKU Swimming Club. This year was our very
first as an official club, and honestly, we couldn’t be prouder of how
it went. We came in with a lot of energy early on and were thrilled
to see so many people join us throughout the year. Things slowed
down a bit in the middle of the year, which is pretty understandable
when you’re asked to swim in the middle of winter, but a few mem-
bers remained consistent throughout. We really appreciate the peo-
ple who kept coming back, even when it was cold and schoolwork
piled up. Our members improved a lot throughout the year, becom-
ing physically stronger and more comfortable in the water. We’re
just getting started, and we can’t wait to see where this club goes.
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TABLE TENNIS

The 2025-2026 season marked a defining chapter for the DKU Table
Tennis Varsity team. The team secured a historic first-place finish at
the DKU Invitational, a breakthrough that reflected months of dis-
ciplined training and quiet persistence. Beyond campus, the team
actively engaged in a wide range of competitions and exchanges,
competing in the 29th China University Table Tennis Championship
(Southeast Division) and gained valuable experience against some
of the strongest collegiate players in the region. The team also trav-
eled to Wuhan for friendly matches with Wuhan University, compet-
ed in the Jike Cup and the Sino-Foreign Cup, and built connections
with clubs and university teams across regions.These experiences
extended the team’s horizons, exposing players to diverse styles
of play and fostering a deeper understanding of the sport. Over the
course of the season, the team developed not only greater technical
consistency, but also a stronger sense of composure and collective
identity. More than a record of results, 2025 stands as a year of
opening outward, one that grounds the team’s ambitions in both
excellence and exchange.
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TAICHI

DKU Tai Chi Team was founded in 2022 and currently has 17 mem-
bers. This year, the team competed in the Jiaozuo International Tai
Chi Competition, the First Jiangsu University Wushu Championship,
the Wuyishan “Tea Road” International Tai Chi Invitational Tourna-
ment, and the 2026 National Tai Chi Open. They earned a total of
41 medals, including 19 second-place or higher awards, as well as
a second-place team award. The team also organized a Family Day
Tai Chi experience, a social event with Wuhan University, and two
large-scale workshops. Through each competition and event, the
team grew closer and members developed both personally and as
a team.
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TENNIS

Break through, fall down and reshape together made up the nar-
rative of 25/26 DKU tennis. We came off strong in DKU invitational
with our first win against XJTLU. As we confidently stepping into the
new season, our story went off the track. In Ningbo, we lost both
matches at a close call. Looking back, we have lost games that we
were asserted to win, we have also won games that we never could
have imagined...Tennis is a sport that relies heavily on individu-
al skills, but now we know resilience, strategy and teamwork are
equally important.
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ULTIMATE FRISBEE

The Ultimate Frisbee Club is built on more than just athletic ability —
it thrives on trust, communication, and a shared commitment to the
spirit of the game. Bringing together players from diverse countries
and cultural backgrounds, the team embraces different perspectives
on teamwork, leadership, and competition, making it both adaptable
and deeply connected. Ultimate demands constant collaboration,
where every handler, cutter, and defender relies on one another in
real time. This interdependence shaped a team culture rooted in
accountability and support, where players not only developed their
skills, but also built strong relationships on and off the field.

Throughout the season, the team demonstrated steady growth
through weekly practices, engaging activities, and strong perfor-
mances in intramural tournaments. More importantly, they devel-
oped a clear identity—one defined by resilience, composure, and
collective effort. Whether resetting after tough turnovers or stay-
ing energized through sideline support, every player contributed to
the team’s momentum. Traditions like pre-game huddles, constant
sideline communication, and inside jokes added to a culture that
felt like family. The legacy of this year’s team lies in the foundation
they built: a program grounded in trust, teamwork, and Spirit of the
Game, setting the stage for continued growth and success in the
seasons ahead.
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MEN'S VOLLEYBALL

DKU Men’s Volleyball Varsity Team has consistently demonstrat-
ed a strong competitive level and team spirit over the past year.
Over the course of this year, we have participated in several offi-
cial games, including DKU Invitation and SFUC, as well as many
friendly games. We have eight new freshman varsity members
who joined this year, each making a consistent effort to improve
and learn from our upperclassmen. Through systematic training and
game experience, our team has steadily improved its performance.
Each member has made remarkable progress in execution, game
IQ, and decision-making. We have focused not only on improving
our on-court skills but also on fostering a cohesive team culture and
strong chemistry. Under the leadership of Coach Chaoran, Coach
Hua, and our captains, Gavin and Jasper, we continue to hold our-
selves to higher standards. Moving forward, we strive to turn our
progress into consistent results and compete at a higher level in the
coming seasons.

127



2025—2026 DKU ATHLETICS YEARBOOK

128



ACHIEVEMENTS & MEMORIES

129



2025—2026 DKU ATHLETICS YEARBOOK

130



WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL

This season, the women'’s volleyball team has continued to grow as
a group. With a mix of returning players and new teammates, the
team has focused on building strong connections, consistency, and
improving communication on the court. Progress has been seen
throughout the season, as each match has served as a learning
opportunity that has contributed to overall growth in both individual
skill and teamwork. Even in moments where the outcome wasn’t
exactly what we hoped for, support within the team remained con-
sistent, with players continuing to uplift one another, demonstrat-
ing strong sportsmanship. Practices have been intentional, with the
goal of learning something and applying it each session. As the sea-
son comes to an end, the team remains motivated to keep improv-
ing and making the most out of every opportunity. The foundation
being built now reflects the group’s commitment and sets the tone
for future seasons.
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